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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above Is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 October 2003 . 
2a)|El This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal nnatters, prosecution as to the nnerits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 12-25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 25 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 12-24 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Clajm(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 1^ The drawing(s) filed on 11 January 2001 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)IElAll b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Infomiation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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Art Unit: 1648 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicant's amendment received October 29, 2003 is acknowledged and entered. Claims 
12-25 are pending. Claims 12-24 are examined. Claim 25 remains withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. 

2. The objection to claims 18-24 is withdrawn in view of Apphcant's amendment. The 
rejection of claim 15 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) is withdrawn in view of Apphcant's amendment. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
3. Claims 12-15, 18-23 and claims 16-17 (newly included due to Apphcant's amendment 
changing dependency) remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter, for reasons of record. Applicant amended the claims to 
recite "[A] partial peptide". Apphcant's amendment and arguments have been carefully 
considered but fail to persuade the withdrawal of the rejection. A partial peptide can be a 
product of degradation and is therefore a product of nature. Applicant's substantive argument is 
primarily directed to the argument that the claimed peptides are not products of nature. In 
response, the claims are drawn to a peptides consisting of various sequences which are, unless 
otherwise indicated, products of nature. Applicant also argues that the claimed invention is riot 
the same as the invention claimed in US Patent 6,503,729. In response, the rejection is based on 
the utility requirement that a claimed product cannot be a product of nature. Whether or not the 
product claimed by Applicant is the same as the invention claims in 6,503,729 is not relevant to 
meeting the utility requirement. The claims must clearly indicate that the peptide is isolated or 
purified in order to overcome the utility rejection. 
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Conclusion 

4. No claim is allowed. In the event that the claims are found allowable during the course 
of future prosecution, and method claim 25 is rejoined (as mentioned in Apphcant's response 
filed October 29, 2003, page 4, third paragraph), the claim should include complete method 
steps. The methods steps should include a source from which the viruses are removed in order to 
avoid a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, for incomplete method steps. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a), 
Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Papers relating to this application may be submitted to Group 1600 by facsimile 
transmission. Papers should be faxed to Group 1600 located in Crystal Mall L The Fax number 
for Art Unit 1648 is (703) 308-4426. All Group 1600 Fax machines will be available to receive 
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Art Unit: 1648 

transmissions 24 hrs/day, 7 days/wk. Please note that the faxing of such papers must conform 
with the Notice published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30, (November 15, 1989). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earUer communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Stacy B. Chen, whose telephone number is (703) 308-2361 . The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM-4:00 PM, (EST). 
If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, 
James C. Housel, can be reached at (703) 308-4027. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating 
to the status of this application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-0196. 



5^ 

Stacy B. Chen 
December 9, 2003 




